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What is Library of Things



History of 
Library of 

Things

http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2012/11/can-i-check-this-out-circulating-collections-beyond-books-cds-

and-dvds

https://infopeople.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1id=501

http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2014/01/library-lends-kitchen-tools-and-appliances

Can I Check This Out? Circulating Collections Beyond Books, CDs, and DVDs, November 15, 2012

Article: Public Libraries Online

http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2012/11/can-i-check-this-out-circulating-collections-beyond-books-cds-
and-dvds

Public Libraries Online blogpost on circulating non-traditional materials in a public library.

Libraries That Lend ‘Things’, July 22, 2015

Webinar: Infopeople

https://infopeople.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=501

Archived webinar sponsored by Infopeople on libraries that lend non-traditional materials such as a 
circulating tools collection.

Library Lends Kitchen Tools and Appliances, January 15, 2014

Article: Public Libraries Online

http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2014/01/library-lends-kitchen-tools-and-appliances

Public Libraries Online blogpost on libraries circulation kitchen tools and appliances.

http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2012/11/can-i-check-this-out-circulating-collections-beyond-books-cds-and-dvds
http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2012/11/can-i-check-this-out-circulating-collections-beyond-books-cds-and-dvds
https://infopeople.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=501
http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2014/01/library-lends-kitchen-tools-and-appliances


Why have Library of Things?



Why have 
Library of 
Things?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://gadgetsin.com/star-wars-darth-vader-cake-pan.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Why have Library of Things?



How to 
Library of 
Things

• Acquisitions and collection 
development

• How best to serve your 
community

• Search for grants, setup budget
• Commercial venders, 

donations
• Durability, complexity, 

consumables



A few categories for what we got
• Expensive items

• Tools for all

• Wellness



Getting into the system - full cataloging vs quick cat



Details, details…



Cataloging



Details, details…



Cords, consumables, kits

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://technofaq.org/posts/2019/05/why-you-should-be-excited-about-the-chance-to-use-usb-c-cables/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Cords, consumables, kits



Cords, consumables, kits





Sheets and tags



Barcodes and 
labels

• Vinyl label via Cricut

• Tags for checkouts

• Simple label, no barcode

• ID via marker, QR code to 
instruction manual



Item policies

o Length
o Renew
o Reloan
o Billing 
o User groups 

allowed or not 



Shelving & Storage



Displays





How do I use this 
thing?

• Manuals
• Lamination
• Extra copies
• QR code
•  Wayback machine



Top checkouts – January 2026 stats

Basic headphones – 616

USB charging cable – 196

HDMI cable – 185

Apple 20W USB-C charger - 88



Learning opportunities
Stress relief balls – mistaken for giveaways

Timers for tests – Next to no users

Gratitude cards – low/no use

DSLR camera – reloan limits, repairs

Ukulele tuner & compartments



Future plans and broader horizons
• Video games

• Gaming consoles

• Testing

• Microphones and recorders

• Gimbal stabilizers

• More music

• Sewing machines, embroidery

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-NDThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-NDThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://internationaljournalofresearch.com/2020/07/02/sony-ps5-console-and-accessories-price-exposed-see-the-price-list-and-availability-here/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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https://gadgetsin.com/sony-icd-ux570-digital-voice-recorder-with-stereo-microphone.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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https://alvin-house.tistory.com/entry/DJI-Mic-Mini-vs-DJI-Mic2-%EC%A0%84%EA%B2%A9%EB%B9%84%EA%B5%90-%ED%81%AC%EB%A6%AC%EC%97%90%EC%9D%B4%ED%84%B0%EB%A5%BC-%EC%9C%84%ED%95%9C-%EC%B5%9C%EA%B0%95%EC%9D%98-%EB%AC%B4%EC%84%A0%EB%A7%88%EC%9D%B4%ED%81%AC
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