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Introduction
« What are Cloud Apps?

- Applications written either by Ex Libris or by members of the Alma community that run inside Alma, to
add features beyond the core functionality found in the product itself.

« Why are Cloud Apps relevant?

- They help achieve efficiencies in Alma by going beyond core functionality, integrating with other
systems, and providing shortcuts and efficiencies for institution-specific workflows .

- They enable a library to do more with less.
- They don't require a library to have local development capabilities.

« How can | know which Cloud Apps exist for Alma, and what they do?

- This page in the Developers Network lists/explains all available Apps for Alma (we'll cover it in more
detail later)

* Which ODIN institutions are using Cloud Apps?

- Per July 2025 data: Williston State College, University of North Dakota — Chester Fritz Library, Minot
State University, North Dakota State University, University of Jamestown, University of North Dakota —
Law Library, University of North Dakota — Medical Library, Trinity Bible College, Mayville State University.

K


https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/appcenter/?search=&products=alma&type=cloudapp&tags=#filter
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/appcenter/?search=&products=alma&type=cloudapp&tags=#filter

Introduction

* Once enabled by an institution, Cloud Apps can be searched and
activated by Alma staff users.

* Cloud Apps can respond to the context of the user's session,
thereby offering additional functionality depending on the screen.

* Because Cloud Apps run in the Ex Libris cloud platform, there's no
need to deal with the headaches of local server hosting or other
local runtime environment.
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*Enable Cloud Apps as described here.
 Configuration > General > General Configuration > Cloud Apps

General Configuration

Other Settings

Institution Languages
Country Names

Home page Notifications
CRM Contacts

Staff Login Report

Institution Notifications
Validate ILS Migration
Form

Data Sharing Profile
DARA Recommendations

Configuration for Job
Related Recommendations

Cloud Apps Configuration



https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/050Administration/050Configuring_General_Alma_Functions/Configuring_Cloud_Apps

Introduction

*In this example all Cloud Apps have been enabled

Cloud Apps Configuration

Al

ALLOW OR HIDE CLOUD AFPPS

|Enab|e Cloud Apps

Allow selected

Hide selected

Cancel
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*In this example, only selected Cloud Apps have been enabled

Enable Cloud Apps

All | @ Pllow selected Hide selected

Touchnet Payment Helper Alma CSV User Load
E-Collection Quick Update Print in LIBstick

Quick Delete Item SpineOMatic Bulk Scan-In
Last Copy Widget Delete Your Sets

Multiple ltem Edit License to Collection

View It in Esploro Item updater by Excel
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* Information about Cloud Apps may be found on the Developers
network at https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/cloudapps/

Ex Libris Cloud Apps

Build easy-to-install apps, integrated into the Ex Libris platform,
to fulfill the needs of your institution.

:l S Your app runs
25

inside the
Ex Libris platform

DEVELOP PUBLISH INSTALL
Use the Cloud Apps CLI to Add your app to the App Users install and run your
develop your app in your Center where it can be app in the Ex Libris RO AR [
local environment discovered by the platform
community
=[5 Getting Started [Z! Documentation ~f7 Tutorials
Start here! This guide will walk you through Detailed documentation on the Cloud App In-depth tutorials demonstrate typical
the CLI installation and get you up and APl 'which facilitates integration with Alma scenarios and will help you implement your
running with a sample app in no time. and the Ex Libris platform. requirements as a Cloud App.

CONTINUE CONTINUE CONTINUE



https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/cloudapps/
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e Scroll to the bottom for a link to recently added Cloud Apps

‘ Recently Added Cloud Apps \

Citation Checker Switch PO-Line type and owner = Preferred Language
UTS Library | Alma Hans-Georg Becker | Alma . U pdater
Jay Hartzell | Al
This Alma cloud app interoperates with Change an PO Line from Physical to Gt e
Alma's Resource Sharing forms for Books and Electronic and change the owner of the PO This cloud app applies an
Articles. Alma staff may use the app to either: Line updated preferred language to a

set of users. The cloud app offers

CLICK FOR MORE

a

Click here for a searchable list of all Cloud Apps




Introduction

* A searchable list of all Cloud Apps

Search the App Center...

Nilde Openurl

Nazzarena Bedini
Alma Cloud App

This App send borrowing
requests to Nilde via OpenUrl
NILDE (Network Inter-Library

Get It Now Add-on

Gal Turgeman
Rapido = Cloud App

Copyright Clearance Center - Get
It Now Expand your virtual
collection and provide students

i

Letters addressFrom
Editor

Christopher Delis

Alma Cloud App

This cloud app allows you to view
and edit the addressFrom label
values of all your enabled Letters

Bib-hierarchy

Systemlibarian University St Gallen
Alma Cloud App

This app allows to display

bibliographic hierarchies in Alma.

Short documentation/help:

SLSP

Card

SLSP Card

Sascha Villing
Alma | Cloud App

This is the SLSP - Card Cloud
App. Manage account settings
on the netwoark level by

Alma Integration with
the NACSIS-CAT/ILL
System

Shay Hadar

Alma Cloud App

This app provides an integration
with the Japanese NACSIS
catalog and ILL system. Currently
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 Several Cloud Apps have a dedicated blog post showing how to
install and use the specific Cloud App.

* See https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-

how-to/

* The next slide shows the beginning of the list


https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to/

Introduction

How to use the Item updater by Excel cloud app to update the item barcode

-

by Yoel Kortick Ex Libris October &, 2024

Before using this blog it is recommended to first see the blog How to activate and use the Item updater by Excel cloud app. We will assume here
that the reader has already seen the blog How to activate and use the ltem updater by Excel cloud app. In the example below we will change...

ALMA CLOUDAPPS CLOUDAPPS-HOW-TO

How to use the Alma Refine cloud app for service Homosaurus

— g —

by Yoel Kortick Ex Libris January 14, 2024

This blog post will discuss specifically How to use the Alma Refine cloud app for service Homosaurus. As we will see, the Alma Refine Cloud App,
when used with vocabulary Homosaurus, can add the uri (Uniform Resource ldentifier) of Homosaurus to subfield 1 of the heading, pointing to

ALMA ALMA-REFINE-CLOUD-APP CLOUDAPPS CLOUDAPPS-HOW-TO
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* Cloud Apps have been developed by both Ex Libris and the Alma Community

O

43 Sikt

Digitization addon

Zahra Mousawvi

Alma Cloud App

Royal Danish library's addon to
communicate with its
digitization system, Maestro. The

Developed by Royal Danish
Library

JaTakk: Norwegian
Repository Library

Audun Skorstad

Alma Cloud App

Look up an item in the
Norwegian Repository Library
This cloud app is intended for use

Developed by BIBSYS Network in
Norway

Alma Refine

Josh Weisman

Alma Cloud App

Refine bibliographic records with
services that adhere to the
OpenRefine standard.

Developed by Ex Libris

Widget Cloud App
Demo

ori Miller

Alma Cloud App

Demo for a Cloud App which can
be displayed as an Alma desktop
widget. Please see the Cloud App

Developed by Ex Libris

CIL Namecard
Skali Por Bjarnason

Alma Cloud App

This app allows staff to print the
name and the library card
number as a barcode on

Developed by CIL (Consortium of
lcelandic Libraries)

N

Letters addressFrom
Editor

Christopher Delis
Alma Cloud App

This cloud app allows you to view
and edit the addressFrom label
values of all your enabled Letters

Developed by CARLI (Consortium
of Academic and Research
Libraries in lllinois) 14




Introduction

 Users can use Cloud Apps based on their roles.

* For example, the Cloud App “Roles Toggler” requires that the staff user
navigate to a user record.

* If the staff user does not have a role allowing them to navigate to a user record,

they cannot use this Cloud App.

ﬂ Role Toggler

Activate/Deactivate User Roles

To use this app, navigate to a user record in Alma. Options to
gctivate or deactivate the user's roles will appeaar here.

Lise the sattings menu to selectively excluds roles from
being toggled.
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e Similarly, the “Invoice Line Tax Calculator” Cloud App requires that the staff
user navigate to an invoice.

* If the staff user does not have a role allowing them to navigate to an invoice,
they cannot use this Cloud App.

¢ Back to App List «+ X

Invoice Line Tax Calculator  ++-

—_— swaay 0 52lected invoices.
Flease navigate to an invoice record
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 SpineOMatic Cloud App prints spine and other labels for items from Alma.

* Define layouts, templates, print barcodes and call numbers.

Configuration Clear

@ scanitems () set (O Selectitems

Scan/type a barcode and press enter = [



https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/appcenter/spineomatic-cloud-app/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/appcenter/spineomatic-cloud-app/

Introduction

* Super Shelf Inventory Cloud App to assist with a shelf inventory process.

* This app enhances shelf inventory by detecting more errors than built-in tools,
allowing the scanning of misplaced items, and enabling configurable inventory
marking for users with the appropriate system permissions.

« Complete user guide can be found here: Super Shelf Inventory Cloud App
User Guide - Shared Systems - USMAI Member Portal

Super Shelf Inventory

Back

Let's get started! To begin, please load an XLSX file
containing a list of barcodes.

Barcode File | Choose File | No file chosen

MM/ DD Y Y Y'Y
Optimize For (O Large Dataset (@) Simplicity
Clicking 'Mext’ will load data from Alma. Loading may take a

few minutes. 18


https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/appcenter/super-shelf-inventory/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/appcenter/super-shelf-inventory/
https://usmai.org/portal/spaces/SYSTEMS/pages/343310567/Super+Shelf+Inventory+Cloud+App+User+Guide
https://usmai.org/portal/spaces/SYSTEMS/pages/343310567/Super+Shelf+Inventory+Cloud+App+User+Guide
https://usmai.org/portal/spaces/SYSTEMS/pages/343310567/Super+Shelf+Inventory+Cloud+App+User+Guide
https://usmai.org/portal/spaces/SYSTEMS/pages/343310567/Super+Shelf+Inventory+Cloud+App+User+Guide
https://usmai.org/portal/spaces/SYSTEMS/pages/343310567/Super+Shelf+Inventory+Cloud+App+User+Guide
https://usmai.org/portal/spaces/SYSTEMS/pages/343310567/Super+Shelf+Inventory+Cloud+App+User+Guide

Introduction

* Cloud Apps run inside Alma and are not “Browser Extensions”.

* Therefore, if a staff user activates a Cloud App, they will see that
Cloud App in Alma when logging in via any browser on any PC.

*It a Cloud App is updated and a staff user has already activated that
Cloud App, when they reopen Alma the Cloud App will
automatically be the updated version. There is no need to check
for updates.
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* This demo will focus on using existing Cloud Apps, and not how to
build your own Cloud App.

* For information about building Cloud Apps see the links at Ex Libris
Cloud Apps

*There is also a forum to get help if necessary:
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/forums/forum/cloudapps/

20


https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/cloudapps/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/cloudapps/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/forums/forum/cloudapps/

Accessing and Activating Cloud Apps in
Alma
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Accessing and activating Cloud Apps in Alma

* Within Alma the “"Cloud App Center” is accessed from the “Cloud
App Center” link on the top right.

1’ @0 ®




Accessing and activating Cloud Apps in Alma

* The “Cloud App
Center” has two tabs.

* The “Activated Apps”
tab shows all Apps
that the staff user has
activated.

Cloud App Center

- X

Activated Apps

Available Aps

Letters
addressFrom Editor

Alma CSV User
Load

E-Collection Quick
Update

~

23



Accessing and activating Cloud Apps in Alma

*The "Available Apps”
tab shows all Apps that
exist and can be
activated.

Cloud App Center

Activated Apps

«-bfx

Available Apps,

CNMARC 1008a
Quick Editor

A quick editor to edit
field 100 for CNMARC,
providing field...

Adlib Connector

Creates records in
Axiell Adlib

24



Accessing and activating Cloud Apps in Alma

*The “Cloud App Center” in Alma can be searched

Cloud App Center «+ # X
Activated Apps Available Apps,
e—
CNMARC 100$a
» Quick Editor
| ' A quick editor to edit

field 100 for CNMARC,
providing field...

=

Address manager
Address manager for
Alma

Adlib Connector
Creates records in
Axiell Adlib

Cloud App Center «+ # X
| Q address| x | Close

] A
Activated Apps ~

Available Apps

=

Letters
addressFrom Editor
Edit addressFrom
labels in Alma Letters

Print address

Gives the possibility to
select one or more
user or partner ...

Address manager
Address manager for
Alma

25
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Demo
We will now begin a demo of activating and using Cloud Apps, using these

examples:

1. Items Creator by Excel - use an Excel file as an input file to add new Items to
existing Holdings records in bulk

2. Alma Refine (for service Wikidata) - automatically add a subfield $1 with a
Wikidata URI to BIB record field 100, to provide linked person data to Primo

27


https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/how-to-activate-and-use-the-item-updater-by-excel-cloud-app/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/how-to-activate-and-use-the-item-updater-by-excel-cloud-app/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/how-to-use-the-alma-refine-cloud-app-for-service-wikidata/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/how-to-use-the-alma-refine-cloud-app-for-service-wikidata/

ltems Creator by Excel
Use an Excel file to add new Items to existing Holdings records in bulk

» Documentation: How to activate and use the item updater by excel cloud app

* Pre-requisite: existing BIBliographic record with HOLdings record - so if they don't exist yet, create them first (such as by
using the Metadata Editor)

Create an Excel input file with headers per Ex Libris specs here: Rest Item (look under item_data)

- File minimum headers: mms_id (= BIB record number), holding_id (= HOL record number)... + the item record fields you
want to create (such as barcode, copy ID, receiving date, etc - check the specs above)

* Tips:

- When creating the Excel file, select all cells and change the format to Text, to avoid situations where Excel transforms
numbers (such as by adding decimal points)

- Copy-paste of numbers in Excel is safer than "pull down” for numbers that should not change for several rows, such as
mmes_id (you don’t want Excel to increment such numbers on its own)

- For fields that have both a code and a description in Alma, use the codes in the Excel (not the description). For example,
use code CHARG in the Excel instead of description Laptop Charger

28


https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/how-to-activate-and-use-the-item-updater-by-excel-cloud-app/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/alma/apis/docs/xsd/rest_item.xsd/?tags=GET

Alma Refine (for service Wikidata)

Automatically add a subfield $1 with a Wikidata URI to BIB field 100

» Documentation: How to use the Alma Refine Cloud App for service Wikidata

« Why do it? To provide Linked Open Data (LOD)! for Primo:

» Enriched data about the person show in Primo Search Autocomplete.

» Person Info Card and Page show in Primo Results Page.

o More info in this Primo documentation: Searching Linked Open Data - Person Entity.

o Note: New and updated Wikidata pages take 1-2 days to appear in Primo VE. Currently, this functionality is supported in

English only.

« Example: search this Primo for William Shatner: LOD have been added to his autobiography, Up until Now

william shatner| X @/

william shatner @ Everything
william shatner 0 Library Catalog
william shatner 0 Course Reserves

william shatner 0 Articles

ﬁ Shatner, William | Canadian actor (born 1931)

SENDTO

GETIT

DETAILS

VIRTUAL BROWSE

LINKS

BOOK
Up till now : the autobiography
Shatner, William.; Fisher, David.

2008

Available at Main Library Main Stacks (PN2308.552 A3 2008)

Send to

iy

REFWORKS EMAIL

Get lt
Please sign in to check if there are any request options. 'ﬂ Signin

< BACK TO LOCATIONS
LOCATION ITEMS

Main Library
Available , Main Stacks ; PN2308.552 A3 2008
(1 copy, 1available, 0 requests)

Item in place
Loanable

o

£

Related Persons

Shatner, William

Canadian actor (born 1931)

Born 1931-03-22, Montréal
(Québec)

Occupation  Actors, Authors,
Television producers,
Motion picture directors,
Television

Source Library of Congress Name
Authority and Wikidata

Showless A

" Linked Open Data (LOD): structured data that utilizes Web technologies to link related
information, to enable users to discover additional information regarding a person (such as an
author or historical figure) and to relate it to materials provided by your library.



https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/how-to-use-the-alma-refine-cloud-app-for-service-wikidata/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/how-to-use-the-alma-refine-cloud-app-for-service-wikidata/
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/150End_User_Help/Searching_Linked_Open_Data_-_Person_Entity
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/150End_User_Help/Searching_Linked_Open_Data_-_Person_Entity
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/150End_User_Help/Searching_Linked_Open_Data_-_Person_Entity
https://na02.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=TRIAL_1_INST:TRIAL_1_INST

Documentation on Cloud Apps

* Videos

Using Community Cloud Apps in Alma and the Ex Libris Higher Ed Platform (2020)
Getting Started with Ex Libris Cloud Apps (2020)

Cloud Apps in Alma (2021 short video)

What are Cloud Apps and how to use them in Alma (2022)

* Presentations
- Alma Cloud Apps (2023 1GelLU)

« Documentation by Ex Libris

- Main page: Developers Network

- Searchable list of existing Apps for Alma

- How-to blog entries for specific Apps

« Documentation by Customers

- Cloud Apps in Alma (from CARLI consortium) - includes documentation on the app CARLI developed to facilitate editing
the addressFrom field in Alma letters

30


https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Training/Webinars/Ask_the_Alma_Expert/9924_2020-08-20_Using_Community_Cloud_Apps_In_Alma_and_the_Ex_Libris_Higher_Ed_Platform
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Training/Webinars/Ask_the_Alma_Expert/9924_2020-08-20_Using_Community_Cloud_Apps_In_Alma_and_the_Ex_Libris_Higher_Ed_Platform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXfAW2xAtCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXfAW2xAtCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3D_fARn8CUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3D_fARn8CUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARMDmKdWXU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARMDmKdWXU8
https://igelu.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Alma-Cloud-Apps.pdf
https://igelu.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Alma-Cloud-Apps.pdf
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/cloudapps/
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/appcenter/?search=&products=alma&type=cloudapp&tags=#filter
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/appcenter/?search=&products=alma&type=cloudapp&tags=#filter
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to
https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/blog/?tag=cloudapps-how-to
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/external-system/cloudapps
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/external-system/cloudapps
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