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AGENDA 
 Link Resolver 

 Why SFX? 

 # of SFX instances 

 FindIt Button 

 A-Z List 

 FindIt button is in databases (both statewide & library-licensed)  

 SFX @ NMY/Mayville State University 

 SFX @ CPS/Carrington High School 

 SFX @ NDI/Dickinson State University 



Link Resolver 
 essential for optimal usage of electronic content 

 Uses OpenURL – a standardized format of Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL) intended to enable Internet 
users to more easily find a copy of a resource that they 
are allowed to access 

 A-Z e-journal list 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Resource_Locator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Resource_Locator


Why SFX from Ex Libris? 
 Capitalized on existing suite of Ex Libris products 
– made it affordable 

 guides users to the best available copy, offering 
alternatives when resource being searched has no 
electronic version available 

 analyses usage and supports intelligent collection 
management decisions  

 flexibility to customize the system to your needs 

 easy to activate new titles with web-based tools. 
Changes are effective immediately (SFX Admin Lite) 

 



17 SFX instances within ODIN 
 
 

 und_cflmain 
 und_hflmed 
 und_law 

 
 
 odin_nds (ND shared instance) 

 nds, dip, wfp, cps, hiz, etc 

 odin_ndv 
 odin_bsf 
 odin_nmy 
 odin_lrj 
 odin_ngf 
 odin_nbj 
 odin_unw 
 odin_ndw 
 odin_tbi 
 odin_ndi 
 odin_nmi 
 odin_ndj 
 0din_nfg 



SFX instances & Proxy information 
proxy used for remote authentication 

 
 

 und_cflmain – existing proxy 

 und_hflmed – existing proxy 

 und_law – und proxy 

 
 
 odin_nds (ND shared instance) 

 All ODIN libraries who do 
not have an instance 

 uses odinproxy10 
 includes DIP – odinproxy1 
 includes WFP – odinproxy11 

 odin_ndv – existing proxy 

 odin_bsf – odinproxy2 

 odin_nmy – odinproxy4 

 odin_lrj – odinproxy3 

 odin_ngf – odinproxy9 

 odin_nbj – existing proxy 

 odin_unw – odinproxy5 

 odin_ndw – odinproxy6 

 odin_tbi – odinproxy8 

 odin_ndi – existing proxy 

 odin_nmi – existing proxy 

 odin_ndj – odinproxy7 

 0din_nfg – existing proxy 



SFX & your Users 
FindIt Button A-Z List/Link 

 Customizable – 

 

 

 Clickable 

 Takes user to SFX menu for 
options 

 Needs to be visible, colorful, 
correctly sized  

 Allows user to see whether 
their library owns a particular 
journal or ebook 





Find e-Journal 
or 
Find e-book 

Most users will encounter SFX using the FindIt button –  
The A-Z is mostly used to see if library owns the journal and if full-text - 
also used to see if journal was loaded into SFX 

Title search 



Find e-Journal 
or 
Find e-book 

Title search or ISSN search or Vendor search 
or a combination of the above 



Find e-Journal 
or 
Find e-book 

Putting in an isbn or one of the  
other options will show you what  
the SFX menu will look like 



Tip: a ? In the Title field and  
clicking “Starts with” and 
picking a vendor (such as EBSCOhost) 
will give you the count of how many  
e-journals are available in SFX for your library 



Tip: a ? In the Title field and  
clicking “Starts with” and 
picking a vendor (such as EBSCOhost) 
will give you the count of how many  
e-books are available in SFX for your library 



Andrea Lorenz / Mayville State University 
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 Information Literacy sessions 

 Previously instructed students to search full-text only 

 Time saver! 

 Much easier to ILL articles 

 Video tutorial for distance students 

 http://youtu.be/5-4zV7RLGfo  

http://youtu.be/5-4zV7RLGfo
http://youtu.be/5-4zV7RLGfo
http://youtu.be/5-4zV7RLGfo
http://youtu.be/5-4zV7RLGfo


 

 Information literacy sessions 

 Easier to demonstrate using Gale databases 

 Plan out specific searches for each tool 

 “Naps in Space” = full-text in another database 

 “Educational Technology Astronomical” = serial in library 

 “Sloths” = ILL  

 The Green Button! 

 



 

 What we discovered: 
 Interlibrary Loan Use 

 Slight increase among student users 

 Larger increase among faculty users 

 Only list of periodicals in print list needed 

 Information Literacy instruction 
 Article or Abstract? 

 Where to click 

 Google Scholar 

 
 Imler, Bonnie & Michelle Eichelberger.  “Do They ‘Get It’? Student Usage of SFX Citation 

Linking Software.” College & Research Libraries Sept. 2011: 454-463. EBSCO. Web. 6 March 2013. 
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From PowerPoint available to users @ Dickinson State University by Eileen Kopren 



 This new button will appear in the databases 
when the item is not full-text in that database. 

 

 The button presents more options for retrieving 
the full-text of the item. 

 

 The following screen prints represent some of 
these options. 

 

Eileen Kopren 



There is no full-text 
for this item, so the 
Find it button appears. 



This indicates that the full-text of 
the item is available in the CQ 
database. 



Here is the full-text of 
the item!   



Again, no 
full-text 
available. 



And there is no full-text option,  
so we need to check the holding  
information…in other words,  
do we own this in some print 
form? 



Yes, we do own this 
periodical so let’s check 
the availability. 





Here is the issue of the Chemical & 
Engineering News that we need.  
Now it means coming to the Library 
to check out this print issue. 



Again, no full- 
text available. 



We will check the availability 
in our library. 



Oops, we don’t own 
this title, so back 
to the previous screen. 



Interlibrary loan is 
now our option. 



You may use either your ND Connect credentials or 
your EMPL ID # and last name to log in. 



Please give us an email address! 

Well, look at this!  It has down- 
loaded all of the necessary information 
to request this item!   Wonderful!! 



Complete the form and it 
will be on its way to our 
ILL department. 



If you have any questions or wish a 
demonstration, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us!  We hope you will enjoy this 
new feature! 

Eileen Kopren 



Comments from Eileen @ 
Dickinson State University 

 SFX is included in library instruction classes 
 In most classes, it is the instructor that shows the most 

enthusiasm, as they remember having to fill in the ILL forms  
 In some of the upper level classes, students who have done 

ILL before are also impressed 

 In some classes, Eileen does the “minute paper” (notecard where 
attendees write the most important thing they learned from the presentation and then 

any questions they have)   
 The new SFX feature has been a frequent “most important 

thing” on the notecard,  

 so students/faculty/staff are understanding the importance 
of being directed to other options for full text (like another 

database or a print subscription) 
 





SFX is ACTIVE 
 Report problems as you see them via an ODIN Help 

Desk ticket at this time 

 In the future, some libraries will be able to report 
problems direction to Ex Libris SFX Support 

 Please promote to users 

 




