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ODIN is looking at moving off of Aleph to a new ILS or LSP in the near future.

When it comes time to migrate, life will be busy with data review, training, and preparing 

your patrons for the new system.

With that in mind, now is always a good time to look at data cleanup. I’m going to go over 

a few custom reports that can aid you in finding data that might need a little polishing.

This presentation will deal with reports dealing with items, fines, patrons, loans, and bib 

records.



CUSTOM-215

In order to find items that might need 
work use custom-215.

• Select Item Cleanup Report

• Select collections to minimize the 
report. I’m able to look at 
approximately 40,000 items

• If you limit to a call number range 
you will NOT find one of the main 
issues – wrong call number type

• Date range means nothing to this 
report

• Use Browse HTML to print. Select All 
and copy into a spreadsheet



CALL NUMBER TYPE

• As you can see, the first 2 entries 

here have no call number type. 

This typically means the holding 

record is missing the first indicator.

• You can sort on other fields to 

group things together

• If you sort on Item Status, the first 3 

and last 3 items have a different 

status

• Is this correct? Only you would 

know that



IS THERE AN EASIER 

WAY TO FIND STRANGE 

CALL NUMBERS?

Yes! We are going to use custom-10, 
Average Year by Dewey Call number.

• Select Average Year by Call Number

• Enter an output file name

• The results sort by call number type 
and first digit  of call number

• As you can see the odd ones stick 
out

• Again, only you know if these results 
are correct or not. 

• This report just lets you know what 
collections and how many there are.

• You will still have to find the exact 
items



ITEMS NOT LINKED TO A 

HOLDING RECORD

p_custom_32 – Items not linked to 
a holding record

• Items do not have to be linked 
to a holding record

• If they are, when you update 
the holding record, the item is 
updated

• Enter an output file name and 
select ALL for the other 2 
parameters



CUSTOM-32 RESULTS

• Sometimes the holding record 

exists and an item is not linked 

to it.

• Sometimes the holding record 

was not created

• Only you will know if the item 

probably should be linked to a 

holding record



HOLDING RECORDS 

WITH NO ITEMS

p_custom_56 - Holding Records 

without Items

• Holding Records do not have to 

have items attached

• Enter an output file name and 

run



CUSTOM-56 RESULTS

• Only you will know if the holding 

record should have an item 

attached

• The item might exist. It should be 

connected to the bib record 

through an ADM record link

• Or you might have to create 

the item



CUSTOM-57

BIB RECORDS WITH NO 

HOLDING RECORD

Bib Records do not have to have 

an item or a holding record

• Enter an output file name and 

run



CUSTOM-57 RESULTS

• Bib Records do not have to 

have an item or a holding 

record

• Only you will know if there are 

problem records



LOST ITEMS

CUSTOM-460

custom_460 - Lost Loan report

• Lists all items with a process 

status of MI – Missing

• Due Date actually looks at the 

date the process status was 

changed

• Set to 00/00/0000 to find all 

items with a process status of MI



CUSTOM-460 RESULTS

• The most important part of this 

report is to look at items that 

went missing a long time ago.

• These items will probably be 

linked to a patron

• If they are really old it’s a good 

thing to clean them up



FINES

CUSTOM-440

There are a lot of old fines out 

there. Some of them are from the 

PALS system. It would be a good 

time to decide how you want 

them handled.

• Run p_custom_440

• Report on all patrons with open 

cash records

• Do not limit report

• Sort from oldest to newest



CUSTOM-440 RESULTS

• The report will list current open 

fines

• The date is the date of the last 

cash transaction for that patron

• As for migrating fines, it will 

depend on the system we 

move to

• If you look at things now it will 

give you time to decide how 

you want to handle the old fines



OLD PATRONS

We’ll look at 2 reports dealing with 
patrons.

Even though we run a patron 
purge project every year, there are 
a lot of expired patrons that can 
be cleaned up.

• p_custom_49

• Pick a date – I used July 1, 2016

• Select List Only



CUSTOM-49 RESULTS

• Report lists results alphabetically

• If there are blocks on a patron 

they are listed

• Lists the local expiration date 

and the Aleph level expiration 

date

• If the Aleph expiration date is 

newer, the patron probably has 

privileges in another library

• Should this be sorted by 

expiration date?



OLD PATRONS

CUSTOM-03

Another way to find old patrons is to 
run p_custom_03 – Patron Address 
Report

• Run for all patrons

• Use 00/00/0000 for the expiration 
date

• Select an address type – unless 
you want to see them all



CUSTOM-03 RESULTS

• This report can be easily 

dumped into Excel

• You can then sort on the 

expiration date.

• This allows you to start with your 

very old patrons

• It is up to your library to set the 

policy on how to handle these 

old patrons

• There are some very old patrons 

out there



HISTORIC LOAN DATA

• Historical Loan data is not 

migrated

• If you want to have this 

information you will need to run 

reports and save them

• p_custom_215

• Run the title report (or item)

• Select dates for your reports

• Set limits to the report so it is not 

to large



CUSTOM-215 RESULTS

• Report is sorted by call number

• You can sort using the title sort 

column

• Lists all titles and counts the Z35 

Events entries for the titles

• List titles without transactions

• Run a series of these reports and 

save them if you want this 

historical data



CORRUPT FIELDS

IN BIB RECORDS

• We run a special report that looks 
for corrupt fields in bib records

• These fields are caused by using  
‘Import Records’ and not running 
the ‘OCLC Conversion’ Convert 
Procedure on the records in the 
Catalog client.

• Large note fields do not get split 
correctly unless you run this 
procedure. Aleph has a 2000 
character limit per field

• The ODIN office either fixes the 
records for you or sends lists of 
records needing work to some 
libraries



THANK YOU

ANY ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?


