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Topics

STAFFING

Polaris Releases

Alma Releases

Information Bytes



LIZ MASON 
– began work 
11/19/2020

Working out of Colorado

Previously worked at Fargo 

Public Library, NDSU Libraries 

& Bismarck State Library

Lots of cataloging experience & 

technical services

System librarian skills

Participated as a member of 

the ODIN Project team for 

Alma/Primo VE along with 

other ODIN academic system 

librarians



Nicole 
Murphy 

– will begin work 
12/3/2020

Will work out of Fargo office 

where Jason Bedsaul works

Previously worked as student @ 

UND Chester Fritz Library, 

experience with Aleph

Comes from Lake Agassiz 

Regional Library in Moorhead, 

MN

Lots of Interlibrary Loan 

experience



Library 
Systems/ 
Applications 
and Web 
Integrator

LYNN WOLF

FULL-STAFF

Ellen Kotrba – Director of ODIN

Linda Allbee – Ass’t Director of ODIN

Jason Bedsaul – Senior Integrator

Lynn Wolf – Integrator

Ginny Millette – Tech Support Specialist

Liz Mason – Tech Support Specialist

Nicole Murphy – Tech Support Specialist

All acting as ONE TEAM to: 
-- support library staff regarding two systems:

Polaris – public/k12/special libraries

Alma – academic libraries

-- research new technologies & implement as necessary

-- assist libraries as much as possible

All working remotely until covid is under control

PROMOTED to…



POLARIS



https://portal.productboard.com/iii/6-
innovative-product-status-board-

new/tabs/23-polaris

Other great ideas are in the IDEA Lab and 
periodically we’ll send out to you for your 
input as to whether ODINland wants to 

support the effort

<<<<<< What’s on the Polaris Roadmap 

IDEA LAB - Be sure to send in your great 

idea(s) and ODIN staff will submit them to the 

IDEA Lab

https://portal.productboard.com/iii/6-innovative-product-status-board-new/tabs/23-polaris






ALMA



IDEA 
Exchange

■ Statistics

– 292 Ideas from Almaland users 

have already been Completed

– 69 Ideas have the status Planned

– 20+ Ideas are being considered 

and have the status Under 

Review.

– 700+ people interacted with Alma 

on Idea Exchange in the last 30 

days

■ Be sure to send in your great idea(s) and 

ODIN staff will submit them to the IDEA 

Exchange

■ Other great ideas are in the IDEA 

Exchange and periodically we’ll send out 

to you for your input as to whether 

ODINland wants to support the effort

■ IDEA Exchange FAQ -

https://ideas.exlibrisgroup.com/knowled

gebase/articles/690945-ex-libris-idea-

exchange-faq

https://ideas.exlibrisgroup.com/forums/308173-alma
https://ideas.exlibrisgroup.com/knowledgebase/articles/690945-ex-libris-idea-exchange-faq


GUIDE ME  

Read more about GuideMe in the GuideMe blog @ 
https://exlibrisgroup.com/blog/alma-guideme-help-when-you-need-it/

The top 3 walkthroughs, based on usage data across Almaland:

Rollover Ledgers – the first step in the 
fiscal-period close process

Rollover PO Lines – the second step in 
the fiscal-period close process

Rollover Resource Sharing Requests –
the final step in fiscal-period close 

process

More than 20 “GuideMe” walkthroughs are currently available (depending 
on role and permissions) covering topics such as fiscal period management, 

normalizing bib records, and exporting and importing records for cleanup.

Ex Libris’ GuideMe provides additional support to Alma users no matter 
where they are located, bringing just-in-time, step-by-step guidance on 

important workflows in Alma.

https://exlibrisgroup.com/blog/alma-guideme-help-when-you-need-it/




DARA – Data Analysis 
Recommendation Assistant

■ Widely used across all Alma institutions.

■ 6628 recommendations have been implemented by 714 

institutions

■ The top 3 most popular recommendations are:

– 50,000+ link local electronic collection to CZ

– 45,000+ unavailable portfolios

– 25,000+ link standalone portfolio to CZ



CLOUD 
APPs –

■ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=3D_fARn8CUo

■ an open framework which allows 

developers to write apps that run 

inside Ex Libris higher education 

products. 

■ Cloud Apps

– can add new features beyond 

core Ex Libris functionality

– can integrate with other 

systems

– can provide shortcuts and 

efficiencies for institution-

specific workflows

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3D_fARn8CUo


INFORMATION BYTES

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLHMGFok32k8-K5yoy8UC9_dwZWAwWgtR

Alma What’s New ----

Polaris What’s New ----

https://innovative.libguides.com/polaris

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLHMGFok32k8-K5yoy8UC9_dwZWAwWgtR
https://innovative.libguides.com/polaris


POLARIS

■ Polaris, LEAP versions 

updated to 6.6 – Nov 3

■ Added serials 

functionality to LEAP in 

the area of check-in. 

■ Added add’l circulation 

functionality where staff 

are able to generate and 

post circulation notices 

directly from Leap. 

■ Continuing to find ways to 

cut away from staff client.

ALMA

■ NEW layout only – January 2021

■ NEW MD Editor only – March 

2021

■ Range operators <, >, <=, >= 

were added to advanced search 

when searching for Titles

■ Mapping Tables Import

– You can now import Excel files into Alma to 

update the contents of mapping tables, 

eliminating need to enter rows into Alma 

manually, which is time-consuming and 

sometimes introduces typos.

2020 - 2021



https://more.ebsco.com/Buzz-FOLIO-Update-

Dec-ET-registration-lp.html

https://more.ebsco.com/Buzz-FOLIO-Update-Dec-ET-registration-lp.html


701-777-6346 (voice mail 
emails to all ODIN Office Staff)
odinhelp@listserv.nodak.edu

• ODIN HELP DESK TICKET –

• https://www.odin.nodak.edu/helpticket

Happy 

Holidays

mailto:odinhelp@listserv.nodak.edu
https://www.odin.nodak.edu/helpticket


THANK YOU !

ELLEN.KOTRBA@NDUS.EDU

OFFICE: 701-777-4865

HOME OFFICE: 218-773-4046

CELL: 701-741-1920

mailto:ellen.Kotrba@ndus.edu

